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ENERGY STORAGE TRIAL — ALKIMOS BEACH 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Energy) [2.04 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house that the 
state government–owned trading enterprise Synergy is leading a project to trial a new community-based energy 
storage system and associated energy efficiency initiatives at Alkimos Beach, which is a new residential 
community in Perth’s northern coastal suburbs. Members would be aware that the rapid and consistent take-up of 
solar photovoltaics is proof that electricity consumers are seeking cost-effective and environmentally responsible 
generation options. It is also proof that the traditional energy-distribution model needs to change to keep pace 
with technologies that are becoming affordable and accessible even at the household level. 
The Liberal–National government has a proud record of developing the solar industry in Western Australia 
through either direct financial incentives to households or the funding of large, commercial-scale solar farms. 
We are determined to continue that role by developing the state’s next wave of solar-related technologies. I am 
pleased that the state government, through Synergy, is at the forefront of gaining a greater understanding of how 
energy storage and battery technology can be applied. 
The community battery-storage trial is a collaboration between Synergy and the Alkimos Beach development 
partners, LandCorp and Lend Lease. Although it is not feasible for individual households to directly charge and 
draw from private battery storage units through this trial, Synergy will learn how the technology can be utilised 
cost-effectively for communities. The trial, which will cost $6.7 million over four years and is the first of its kind 
in Australia, is a collaborative agreement between Synergy, Lend Lease and LandCorp. Synergy has accessed 
funding of $3.3 million from the Australian Renewable Energy Agency for the trial, which is expected to 
commence early in 2016. 
On the consumer side, the trial will illustrate how consumer behaviour is influenced by retail incentives, coupled 
with virtual energy storage to effect long-term changes in energy usage. It will involve the installation of 
a 1.1 megawatt lithium iron energy storage system that will be located within, or close to, the Alkimos Beach 
Escarpment Village. The system will be connected to the electricity network and will have up to four hours of 
discharge capacity. Synergy is developing a new time-of-use tariff for participating residents, which will offer 
variable energy charges at different times of day and provide residents with the opportunity to save money on 
their electricity bills by shifting as much of their energy usage to times of the day when energy pricing is reduced 
and when their PV system is generating. I acknowledge all the participants in the program, including AREA, the 
Alkimos Beach development partners, LandCorp and Lend Lease, and, of course, Synergy. I look forward to 
updating the house on this trial as it progresses. 
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